This template builds on the work done by Mark Penny in the Data Conversion Macro that comes with SIL converters, and uses much of Mark’s code.
Additional features of this template:

· It should not remove images and footnotes from text it converts, and can convert text in footnotes and in text boxes. 
· The macro dialogs are in French or English. “Convertir Texte” is the French macro, “Convert Text” is the English macro.
· You can specify that the converted text is RTL. If the range(s) to convert include paragraph marks, the paragraphs will be set to RTL reading order. There is no way to change the reading order of paragraphs from RTL to LTR.
To use it, attach this template to the document you want to convert, (or add the template as a global add in), then run the Macro “ConvertirTexte”  from the Tools menu. (For the English version, you have to run “Convert Text” from Tools | Macros, or else customize the template to run “Convert text” rather than “Convertir texte”
Limitations

· Some reduced functionality from “Data Conversion Macro” I took out the options to specify normalizations and to reverse the direction of the converter.

· I haven’t implemented specifying a complex font for the converted text, the font specified as the regular font will also be specified as the complex font.

· It is slow on complex documents.

· It assumes that all text in the same text box will have the same formatting. Telling it to convert all text of a given style or given font will change matching text in text boxes, but only if all the text in the text box matches.

Technical notes:

The key I found to not removing images and footnotes, was not to convert control characters. The footnote positions are stored as U+0002 characters in the text, and images are attached to paragraph marks which are U+000c. Even if the conversion mapping doesn’t change these characters, somehow passing them to the converter makes Word discard the associated information (footnote text and images) that was attached to them.  So the conversion function actually converts character by character, and doesn’t convert anything lower than U+0020 (space). Also it seems that the placeholder for drawing objects in the text is something which has no length as a string character, but still counts as 1 in the range index, and passing these characters to the converter removes the drawing objects from the text.
Why use this template instead of the “Bulk Word document converter”?

You may not need to. 

This template should work for older versions of Word than 2003. Also the bulk word document converter can fail to convert text if the whole document is in the “normal” style. 
